CALTHORPE WILLS, SOUTHAMPTON CO VA, 1756, 1791, 1793 

Southampton Co., VA, Will Book 2, pp. 30-32

abstracted by Matt HARRIS [brackets & surname capitalization mine]

[p.] 30 [note in margin]  Cha CALTHORP Will

In the name of God Amen  I Charles CALTHORPE of the parish of nottoway county of Southampton being very sick and weak but of sound mind do make this my last will and testament in manner following:

Imprimis  I give unto my son Edward CALTHORPE and his heirs forever the land and plantation whereon I now live being about four hundred and seventy five acres  I also give my said [son] the land I bought of Wm DELOCH & Leonard ONEY being about four hundred & twenty five acres to him and his heirs forever:...

Item  I give unto my son Anthony CALTHORPE and his heirs forever my land and plantation I bought of the nottoway Indians containing four hundred acres of land... [page break]

[p.] 31

Item  I give unto my son James Butts CALTHORPE and his heirs forever my land and plantation on Cosurigua[?] I bought of Benjamin CLIFTON being about three hundred & sixty five acres:

Item  I give unto my daughter Mary BAYLEY all that part of my estate I have given her in possession already:

Item  I give unto my daughter Frances JONES MY NEGRO WOMAN SARAH HER SON BEN AND MY NEGRO BOY HARRISSON:

Item  And for as much as my wife is now with child and should she be delivered of a son: I then give unto my said son my land and plantation in York county and Charles parish containing about two hundred and thirty acres to him and his heirs forever:. But in case the child my wife is now bigg with should be a daughter I then give the aforementioned land in york county to my son Edward CALTHORPE & his heirs forever:

Item  I give all the remainder of my estate of what nature soever to be equally divided amoungst my seven children (to wit) Sarah; Eliz.a; Martha; Anne; Edward; Anthony; and James Butts CALTHORPE and the child or children my wife is now bigg with  And for somuch as my wife will take such part of my estate as the law shall give her my will and desire is that the slaves she shall take in her dower should be after her death equally divided amoungst my seven children above mentioned and child or children my wife is now bigg with:...  [Slaves unnamed]

lastly  I doe appoint my sons in law John BAYLEY and Jesse JONES my executors of this my last will and testament hereby revoking all other wills heretofore made by me  I[n] Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this eighth day of november 1756:

                                                   Charles CALTHORPE  *LS*

Signed Sealed & Published:

     in presence:

J GRAY

Richard COBB  [page break]

[p.] 32

At a Court held for the county of Southampton the 14 day of April 1763.

     This will was presented in court, proved by the oaths of Joseph GRAY and Richard COBB the witnesses thereto & ordered to be recorded & John BAYLEY and Jesse JONES the ex'ors therein named now in court refused to take the execution thereof & Sarah the widow of the testor also refused to take adm'on on the said decedents estate  Whereupon on the motion of Edmund TYLER who made oath according to law certificate is as granted him for obtaining letters of administration on the estate of the said decedent with the will annexed giving Security whereupon &c.

JOHN CALTHORPE, 1791, SOUTHAMPTON CO VIRGINA

14 April 1783 (Book 4, p. 451)

I give to my son JOHN Calthorpe MY NEGROE GIRLS CELAH AND LUCY to him and his heirs forever.

[NOTATION: In 1790, John Coltharp [note change in spelling of name] was in Mecklenburg Co. VA. His three slaves are listed in the 1790 tax record and included Celah/Celia and Lucy: 

1790 Mecklenburg VA Tax list, personal taxes (B)

Taken 3 Jul, 1790: Colthorp, John 

Sam, Celia, Lucy                             1 2 1 1 

He would shortly move to Hawkins Co. TN—no record of the names of his slaves in TN.]

I give to my son JAMES Calthorpe all of my Land also ONE NEGRO GIRL FILLIS and feather bed and furniture that he commonly lies on to him and his heirs forever. [See James’ will below]

I give to my Son HENRY Calthorpe MY NEGRO GIRL AMY AND NEGRO BOY FRANK and also featherbed and furniture to him and his heirs forever. [Notation: In 1790, Henry was living in Montgomery Co. NC; by 1800 he had moved to York Co. SC. No further record of names of slaves owned by him].

I give to my son NORVELL ten shillings. 

I LEAVE MY TWO NEGROES RACHELL AND WILL [see James Calthorpe’s will below] together with all the remainder of my estate both Real and financial to be sold and the money equally divided after my Just Debts being paid Between my three sons John James and Henry Calthorp to them and their heirs forever and I do hereby appoint my son John and James Calthorp whole and full executors of this my last will and testament."

Witnesses: Patience Turner, Thos. Turner, Jordan Bass

WILL OF JAMES CALTHORPE, 1793, SOUTHHAMPTON CO VIRGINA

NOTATION: The Aggy Cursey so named was Agatha Kersey, a free woman of color. She was probably never a slave—nor probably were her family members. She is included in Paul Heinegg’s book, " Free African Americans of North Carolina and Virginia."  A Walden Kersey, probably her brother, owned a plantation near James Calthorpe. Aggy was listed in the 1810 census for Southampton as head of a household of six, all listed as “other free.” The three children, Josiah, child yet unborn, and Mary Black (may be Blake) have never been identified or traced. Whether or not Mary Black/Blake was African American is not known; Josiah and the unborn child wer, and I suspect Mary was as well. There is also a large Kersey family, free but always listed as black or mulatto, in Mecklenburg Co. VA through the Civil War who may also be related.

There is a Will Calthorp, head of a household of two, both listed as “other free,” in the 1810 Southampton census, who may be the slave Will or somehow related to Calthorpes, Kerseys, or the named slaves. 

              ~Karen Dale  Kdale60909@aol.com

From Southampton WB 4, p. 600; will dated 31 Jan 1793 w.b.4, p.600. It was probated Dec 1793:

In the name of God Amen, I James Calthorpe of S'ton Co. calling to mind the uncertainly of human life do make and appoint this to be my last will and testament. I first recommend my soul to Almighty God who gave it and my body to be buried in a Christian like manner at the discretion of my Executor heretofore mentioned, and as to what worldy good it hath pleas'd God to bess me with in this life I dispose of them in manner as following:

I leave all my land where I now live containing one hundred and fifty acres more or less to Aggy Cursey together with all my Plantation utensils, flock of all kinds and corn, household goods in order that the said Aggy Cursey should raise and school Mary Black as far as to read the bible also that Aggy Cursey should do the same by Joshua Cursey her son. But at the death of Aggy Cursey or marriage my will and desire is that Mary Black should have all my lands containing one hundred and fifty acres. My will and desire is that at the death or marriage of Aggy Cursey that all my plantation untensils flock of all kind be sold at public sale and the money arising therefrom to be applied to the benefit of Joshua and the child that Aggy Cursey is now big with. My will and desire is that at my death that all my negros shall be sold by my Executor at public sale and money to be applied to use of Joshua Cursey and the child that Aggy Cursey is now big with. NEGROES NAMES: WILL, RACHEL, PHILIS, JACOB. I do appoint Joshua Claud Executor of this my last will and Testament. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 31 day of Jan of 1793.

Sign'd Publish'd and deliver'd

In presence of 

John Claud

Turner Person

Sterly Francis

Joseph Turner

At a court held for the county of S'ton the 12 Dec 1793 this will was presented in court by John Claud the Excecutor therein named and proved by the oaths of Sterling Francis and Joseph Turner to of the witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded and on the motion of the said Exceutor who made the oath according to Law Certicate is granted him for obtaining a probate thereof in due form giving security where upon.

OTHER SOUTHAMPTON CO. VIRGINIA WILLS

JOHN CLAUD, 1826 (see James Calthorpe will above)

In the name of God Amen, I John Claud of the county of Southampton and state of Virginia being through the abundant Mercy and goodness of God weak in body yet of a sound and perfect mind and memory do make and ordain this to be my last will and Testament In manner and form following 

Viz I first recommend my soul to the Almighty God who gave it and my body to be buried in a Christian like manner to the discretion of my Executor hereafter mentioned and as to what worldly goods it has pleased God to bestow on me while in this life dispose of them in the following manner. 

viz Item Firstly It is my will and desire that all my just debts be paid and after that I lend unto my loving wife Polly Claud all my lands and also ALL MY NEGROES NAMELY AMY, ANTHONY BEN MASON AND JACOB and all the increase of my Negroes also my stock of all kinds my household and kitchen furniture and all my plantation utensils to her during her natural life or widowhood and at her death or marriage 

Item I give unto my son William Claud the sum of Five Shillings to him and his heirs forever. Secondly I give unto my daughter Charlotte one feather bed and furniture which she has now in possession to her and her heirs forever. 

Thirdly I give and bequeath to my daughter Milbry Claud one feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever . 

Fourthly, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Rebecca Claud one feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Fifthly I give and bequeath unto my daughter Nancy A. Claud one feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever and 

Sixthly I give unto my son Phillip J. Claud one shot gun and one mule which is name Flomer to him and his heirs forever and 

Seventhly I also give and bequeath unto my other three sons John T. Claud, James W. Claud and Jesse J. Claud the sum of thirty Eighthly I give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Ann Claud one feather bed and furniture to her and her heirs forever. 

Where if my wife Polly Claud should get married again I give and bequeath their one ninth part of my estate viz which is an equal division with my nine children above mentioned to his and her heirs forever and at her death or marriage the property which I have lent unto her are to be sold at public auction and the money arising thereupon shall be Equally divided between my nine children namely Charlotte Milbry William Nancy James Phillip John Mary Ann and Jesse. 

Item lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my wife Polly Claud and my sons Phillip J. Claud and John T. Claud my Executor to this my last will and Testament. As witnessed I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 7th day of December A.D. one thousand Eight hundred and thirty six. John Claud (seal) 

Sealed published and declared In presence of Newt Drew Jeremiah Drew Persons Westbrook At a court in the county of Southampton the 18 day of January 1830 This last will and testament of John Claud decd. was proved by the oath of Newt Drew Jeremiah Drew & Persons Westbrook the witness thereto and ordered to be recorded. And on the notion of Polly Claud the executor therein named who made each and together with David Westbrook John Ivey and Newt Drew her securities entered into and acknowledge at sons in the penalty of Four thous and dollars conditioned as the Law directs certificate is granted the said Polly Claud for obtaining a probate of the said will in due form Liberty being borrowed for the other Exors therein named to be reported in the probate when they think fit. Teste James ROCHELL CO 

