DEATH NOTICES FROM THE PRATTVILLE PROGRESS, 1939
Transcribed by Larry E. Caver, Jr.

January 12, 1939:

Mrs. Effie FLORENCE, the daughter of Sim & Della RAMSEY, age 42, passed away at the residence, 1512 Cleveland Avenue, West End, Birmingham, January 2nd.  She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. H.F. ADAMS; one son, V.O. FLORENCE; two brothers, Jim and Tess RAMSEY; one sister, Mrs. J.E. WRIGHT; two grandchildren and a host of relatives.  Services from Brown Service, Norwood Chapel, Tuesday 2:30 p.m… Burial in Elmwood Cemetery, Birmingham.

February 2, 1939:

On the evening of January 30th, 1939 at the “close of another day” God saw fit to say, “It is finished”, to one of the noblest, truest, and sweetest servants and bade her “come unto him”… Thus so greatly our dear Granny GLENN slipped away from us… Adaline RISON was born September 9th, 1847, in Prattville.  She was raised to womanhood here and was united in marriage to Simion G. GLENN of Prattville in 1864.  Twelve children were born to this union, eight of whom survive; Five sons, Willie GLENN of Alief, Texas; Simson GLENN of Selma; John R. GLENN of Andalusia; Benjamin F. GLENN of Mt. Creek; Tom C. GLENN of Prattville; three daughters, Mrs. J.M. JOHNSON, Mt. Creek; Mrs. W.S. GATES, Mt. Creek; Mrs. W.S. JACKS of Prattville, at whose home she has spent the remainder of her life since her husband’s death, December 24th, 1912.  Mrs. GLENN was a member of the First Baptist Church of Prattville from childhood… The remains were laid to rest at New Harmony Church at Mt. Creek.  Surviving besides the children are 40 grandchildren, 44 great-grandchildren, 2 great-great-grandchildren, and one sister, Mrs. Florence FITSGIBBONS, 80 years old of Columbus, Georgia…

Mr. John William HUETT died on Wednesday, January 18th, of ptomaine poisoning, and was buried the following day.  Mr. HUETT was just 21 years of age having been born on May 15th, 1917.  He is survived by six brothers, one sister, and his father and mother (none listed).

February 16, 1939:

Fred COPELAND was killed and his wife, Mrs. Maude COPELAND, injured, when their home was blown to bits during a storm which struck Mt. Pinson near Birmingham early Wednesday morning…

The funeral for Mrs. Martha Louise GANDY, 72, for many years a resident of Planters-ville, who died Saturday, was held at 2 p.m. Sunday from the Vine Hill Presbyterian Church.  The Reverend Nail officiated and burial followed in Vine Hill Cemetery.
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February 16, 1939 (continued):

Mr. Robert Lee McGOWIN, prominent White City farmer, died Friday evening of last week following a lengthy illness… The deceased had spent almost his entire life in Autauga County, and was considered one of our substantial citizens… Funeral services were held Sunday afternoon from the Baptist church… Burial was in White Pond Cemetery with Griffin in charge.  The deceased is survived by his widow, Mrs. Ada McGOWIN, one son, Otis, and one daughter, Mozell, all of White City; five brothers and two sisters (not named).

Mrs. Mary LIMBRICK, 79, died Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. at the home of her son, W.F. LIMBRICK, in Billingsley.  Surviving are two other sons, T.F. LIMBRICK, also of Billingsley, and Mr. M.L. LIMBRICK, of Montgomery; and six daughters, Mrs. A.M. THRASH, Mrs. J.P. THRASH, Mrs. George BENSON and Mrs. Forrest WILLIAMS, all of Jemison; Mrs. Willie GRAY of Clanton, and Mrs. J.C. VINSON, of Montgomery.  She is also survived by four brothers, Elisha HINTON, of Billingsley; W.W. and T.J. HINTON, of Prattville; and Newton HINTON, of Montgomery; four sisters, Mrs. Andrew CARTER of Ensley; Mrs. George KEMP, of Ensley; Mrs. E.B. PAUL, of Gastonbury, and Mrs. R.O. HENDLEY, of Montgomery; a number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren… Funeral, conducted by Reverend FULLER, was held from the Pleasant Hill Methodist Church, eight miles south of Verbena, Wednesday.  Burial was in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Griffin, of Prattville, in charge.

(Independence)  On Friday night, February 10th, the angels of the Lord came and called the little infant of Mr. & Mrs. Clarence HERMON…

Ella Matilda, infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Onvie HOLLON of the Hollon Community, died February 1st, 1939.  Tho she was only nine days old, she had endeared herself to us and her passing has brought much sorrow.  She was laid to rest in the family cemetery… Griffin in charge.

Funeral rites were held today for Vernon H. BRACY, son of Reverend I.S.A. and Mary E. BRACY.  Mr. BRACY, for several years, a resident of Birmingham, was taken suddenly ill while on his job February, February 10th, and rushed to a hospital for treatment.  Four doctors were called in but each confessed they could not locate his trouble.  He died Saturday, February 11th… He leaves to mourn his passing a wife, one son, two sisters, one brother, a father, mother, and a host of relatives and friends (none named).
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February 23, 1939:

Jackson Devrine JONES, eight-year-old son of Mr. & Mrs. R.D. JONES, formerly of Burnsville, but who now reside at Davenport, 20 miles south of Montgomery on the Mobile road, was killed instantly Sunday afternoon when struck by an automobile on the highway near the filling station operated by Mr. JONES… The remains were turned over to Griffin Funeral Home of Prattville.  Funeral services and interment took place Monday afternoon in Memorial Cemetery, Montgomery.

Once more the death angel has entered the Billingsley community and called… Mrs. Mary LIMBRICK, who passed away February 14th, 1939.  She was 79 years of age. She was a charter member of Pleasant Hill Methodist Church of near Billingsley… she leaves to mourn her going nine children, Mrs. W.M. GREY, Clanton, Mrs. J.P. THRASH, Mrs. A.M. THRASH, Mrs. Forrest WILLIAMS, Mrs. G.W. BENSON, all of Jemison, Mrs. G.C. VINSON and M.L. LIMBRICK of Montgomery, T.F. LIMBRICK and W.F. LIMBRICK, Jr. of Billingsley.  Her husband, W.F. LIMBRICK, and three children, Mrs. Rebecca CAMPBELL, Reverend J.H. LIMBRICK, Miss Zula LIMBRICK and an infant preceded to their Heavenly home.  She leaves also 42 grandchildren and a host of great-grandchildren and friends… Pallbearers were six grandsons, Curtis LIMBRICK, Johnnie LIMBRICK, Elmer CAMPBELL, Trenton BENSON, Gaston WILLIAMS and Chelsa THRASH.  Flower girls were four granddaughters, Mrs. Mattie Lee HAYES, Sarah Maude LIMBRICK, Wilma THRASH and Louise VINSON.  She was laid to rest in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery.

Funeral services for Mr. Henry FISHER, 85, who died Monday morning in Prattville, were held Tuesday afternoon from the Baptist church in Marbury, with burial in the Marbury Cemetery… He has no near relatives in this section.

Mr. Joe SILVERS, an uncle of Mrs. David H. GOLDFIELD, died at his home in Philadelphia the past week.  Mr. SILVERS is pleasantly remembered in Prattville having visited Mr. & Mrs. GOLDFIELD for several weeks during the past summer.

April 27, 1939:

Mrs. Minnie Lawkin SADLER, 90, a native of Lowndes County, died at her home on the Selma highway Saturday after a long illness.  Surviving are three daughters, Mrs. Henry BIBB, Sr., Prattville; Mrs. R.E. CONNELL, Ruleville, Mississippi; Mrs. M. D. CARR, Burkville, Alabama; one son, J.N. SADLER, Burkville; 13 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  The funeral was held from White Chapel Sunday… Burial followed in Lowndesboro in the family lot in Oakview…

The funeral for Mrs. Onnie BARTON, 90, who died last Friday night was held from the Sixth Avenue Holiness Church… Burial was in Memorial Cemetery with White Chapel 
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directing.  Surviving are the husband, W.W. BARTON, one son, John B. BARTON, both of Prattville; and a daughter, Mrs. Ida MARTIN, Prattville.

May 4, 1939:

Miss Agnes Isabel WHITE died Tuesday morning in a Montgomery hospital where she was carried for treatment two weeks ago.  An infected arm was the trouble… the arm seemed to be healing… Pneumonia set in, however, and she grew worse rapidly… Miss WHITE was the daughter of Reverend and Mrs. William H. WHITE of Prattville.  She was born in Troy on August 29th, 1890, and had lived in Marion, North Carolina, Lockhart, South Carolina, Richmond, Cuba and Marbury, while her father, who is a Presbyterian minister, was pastor of churches in those places.  She came to Prattville in 1933… Interment was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge… The deceased is survived by her parents, three sisters, Mrs. L.S. ROGERS, Misses Anne and Ruth WHITE; two brothers, Prof. W.S. WHITE and Edward WHITE; five nieces and nephews.

Mrs. L.D. McCRARY, Miss Ollie HALL and Mr. Arch ANTHONY, of Prattville, were called to Birmingham recently to attend the funeral of their cousin, Mrs. J. MELANCON.  The deceased was a daughter of Mrs. Jenny HOYLE, who was reared here and who is remembered by many of the older citizens.  Attending the funeral also were other cousins, Mr. Charles H. HALL, of Somerset, Kentucky, and Mr. & Mrs. Russell ANTHONY, of Montgomery.

Steel TURNER, one of Prattville’s well-known colored farmers, died suddenly at his home near town on the afternoon of April 14th.  He had worked all day on his farm, and was just taking out his mule preparatory to going to his home.  He suddenly complained of feeling ill and slumped to the ground… Steel was one of the leaders of his race, and enjoyed the respect and esteem of many white friends.

Mrs. John D. McNEEL, member of a prominent Alabama family and a great-granddaughter of John TYLER, 10th president of the United States, died Friday night at her home in Birmingham… Mrs. McNEEL was born at Robinson Springs, near Montgomery, the daughter of the late Albert Taylor GOODWYN, commander-in-chief of the United Confederate Veterans, and Priscilla Tyler GOODWYN… Survivors include her husband, two daughters, Mrs. Douglas ARANT and Mrs. Peyton D. BIBB, all of Birmingham; three brothers, Tyler GOODWYN of Montgomery, Col. Albert S. GOODWYN of Bessemer, and one sister, Mrs. Frank H. GRIFFIN, Philadelphia.

May 18, 1939:

Mrs. Mary Caroline Gardner STEWART, wife of Mr. Irenus STEWART, of Prattville, died Saturday morning of last week in a Clanton hospital, death coming as a result of a heart attack suffered several weeks ago… Interment was in Oak Hill Cemetery with 
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May 18, 1939 (continued):

Spigener in charge… The deceased was born at Verbena on December 18, 1874.  In 1899 she was married to Mr. Irenus STEWART, native of Autauga County, who was then farming in Chilton County.  In 1900 they came to Prattville where they had continued to reside… Surviving the deceased are the husband, two sons, Gardner, Prattville, and Carl, Autaugaville; two daughters, Mrs. Gordon VINSON and Miss Iris STEWART, Prattville, and three sisters, Miss Annie H. GARDNER, Clanton; Mrs. S.H. HAMILTON, Atlanta, and Mrs. M.A. PINSON, Cooper Station.

Miss Sarah ALLEN, 84, died at her home in Prattville Monday morning after a lengthy illness.  Funeral services were held from the home Tuesday afternoon… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge.  The deceased was born at Robinson Springs, and moved to Prattville 68 years ago… She was a faithful member of the Methodist Church.  Surviving the deceased are three sisters, Miss Keel ALLEN and Mrs. Josephine McKINNEY, Prattville, and Mrs. Bess CONNOR, Wattsville, and one brother, J.W. ALLEN, Prattville.

Mrs. Minnie Robinson SCOTT, 68, of Burnsville, died in a Selma hospital Friday night after an illness of one week… Burial was in New Live Oak Cemetery.  Surviving Mrs. SCOTT are her husband, William S. SCOTT, Burnsville; four daughters, Mrs. Robert DVER, Mrs. Leo MARCINOWSKI and Miss Lily Mae SCOTT of Selma, and Mrs. J.W. WALLACE of Clearwater, Florida; also three sons, F.D., Burnsville; C.D., Mobile; F.A. SCOTT of Wilsonville.

Mr. Bluford F. DONOVAN, 74, for many years a prominent and highly esteemed farmer of the Oak Grove neighborhood, died Wednesday of last week at the home of his daughter, Miss Tommie WELDON, in Clanton.  Funeral services were held from the New Prospect Church…  Surviving are two sons, Albert L. and Walter D., of Prattville; four daughters, Miss Tommy WELDON and Miss Stanley DAVIS, Clanton, and Misses Gertie and Bettie DONOVAN, Vida; four brothers and a sister (not named).  The deceased was born near Maplesville in Chilton County.  He came to Autauga County when a young man, locating at Marbury.  After his marriage to Miss Mary E. WELCH, daughter of the late Mr. & Mrs. Stephen WELCH of Marbury, he and his bride purchased the Donovan place near Oak Grove… Mrs. DONOVAN died four years ago…

Mr. T.M. GOLDEN, 49, died suddenly Friday night at his home on the Wetumpka-Montgomery Highway.  The funeral was held at 2 p.m. Sunday at the home of his brother, E.L. GOLDEN, near Wetumpka.  Burial was in the Wetumpka Cemetery.  He is survived by his widow, and two sons, Milburn and Howard GOLDEN, both of Tallassee; one daughter, Mrs. Marie ROPER of Tallassee; seven brothers, E.T., J.T. and D.D. GOLDEN, all of Tallassee; J.T. and E.L. GOLDEN of Wetumpka; H.A. GOLDEN of Elmore, and J.W. GOLDEN of Montgomery; two sisters, Mrs. Emrie HOLLEY of Prattville, Mrs. Forrest GOLDEN of East Tallassee.  Mr. GOLDEN was well known in 
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Prattville, having made a number of trips here in years gone by with the Tallassee baseball team, on which he was catcher.  He was a nephew of Mr. John WINGARD of Prattville…

Mrs. Emma LUTHER, 78, died at 6 a.m. Tuesday at her home in Deatsville after a long illness.  Surviving are her husband, J.H. LUTHER; a daughter, Mrs. H.E. ROWLEN, of Motngomery; four sons, H.H., of Enterprise; G.C., of Maples, Florida; A.T., of Hagerstown, Maine; and P.E. LUTHER, of Deatsville; and a sister, Mrs. Annie WEBB, of Deatsville.  Funeral will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday from the Deatsville Methodist Church.  Burial will be in the church cemetery.

Isaac Fred SOLOMON, for years one of Montgomery’s most prominent merchants and civic leaders, died at his home in that city Thursday morning of last week.  Death was attributed to heart disease.  Funeral services were conducted Friday and interment was in Oakwood Cemetery… Four years ago, Mr. SOLOMON was married to Mrs. Sarah LURTON…

May 25, 1939:

The remains of Mrs. Annie Mae KNIGHT, who died at the home of her daughter in Orangeburg, South Carolina, Sunday night, reached Prattville Tuesday and funeral services were held from the home of Mrs. Maude WARD… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge.  The deceased was born in Auburn, and was 88 years of age at the time of her death.  A sister (not named), who is 91 years of age and resides in Troy, attended the funeral services… Mrs. KNIGHT resided in Prattville for approximately 20 years.  Following the death of her husband (not named) she lived with Mrs. Jim WARD, until three years ago when she went to Orangeburg to reside with her daughter (not named).

Mrs. L.W. NELSON, who resided five miles west of Autaugaville, died in the Prattville Hospital Wednesday morning after a two weeks illness.  The deceased was born in Coosa County on January 4th, 1883.  N 1905 she was married to Mr. L.W. NELSON, and shortly afterward they came to Autauga County… Mrs. NELSON was a member of the Baptist Church… Surviving the deceased are the husband, one daughter, Mrs. Jerry BALDWIN, of Columbus, Georgia; five sons, Jack, Tampa; Lewis, Montgomery; Harvey, Marshall and Frank, Autaugaville; two brothers, Ezra MATHEWS, Warm Springs, Georgia, J.T. MATHEWS, East Tallassee; two sisters, Mrs. Alice JONES, Birmingham, and Mrs. Emma McWHORTER, Mountain Creek.
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June 8, 1939:

Mr. Ed E. OVERSTREET, one of Billingsley’s most prominent and influential citizens, died at his home Tuesday afternoon… Funeral services were held at Billingsley Wednesday afternoon with burial in the Billingsley Cemetery.  The deceased was a member of one of Autauga’s prominent families and unusually popular among his friends and acquaintances… He was a World War veteran, having been partially disabled as a result of his service…. He had served as City Clerk of Billingsley and Justice of the Peace for beat 8 for a number of years.  Mr. OVERSTREET is survived by his widow, five children, three brothers, four sisters, and his parents, Mr. & Mrs. E.L. OVERSTREET, of the Evergreen community.

Mr. Roscoe HUTCHINSON, of Prattville, was killed, and his nephew, Grady HUTCHINSON, Jr. of Enterprise, painfully injured in an automobile accident near Greenville Thursday afternoon of last week… the remains were brought to Prattville where funeral services were held from the Hutchinson home Saturday morning… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Griffin in charge.  Roscoe was born and reared in Enterprise... He was a World War veteran having been a member of the famous Rainbow Division.  As a result of his service he was partially disabled.  For a number of years he had made his home in Prattville, having married Miss Mabel BUCKNER, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ellie BUCKNER… Surviving the deceased are the widow; two daughters, Anne and Blanche, of Prattville; five brothers, L.C., Alto, J.G., M.C., and Paul HUTCHINSON, and four sisters, Mrs. R.C. ARMOR, Mrs. R.K. McINTOSH, Mrs. G.C. FLEMING and Mrs. A.R. POUNCEY, all of Enterprise.

One Lowndes County resident was dead Monday and another Hayneville man in a serious, but not critical condition at a Montgomery hospital, following a pistol duel late Saturday.  J.E. (“Red”) CHAMBERS, 29, was killed by a shot through the heart…

June 29, 1939:

Mrs. Mary Susan MARLAR, widow of the late Dr. A.J. MARLAR, and one of Autauga’s oldest citizens, died at her home in Billingsley Thursday morning of last week.  Death came rather suddenly to this great beloved woman despite her advanced age of 86… The deceased was born in Wetumpka on April 18th, 1853, but moved with her parents to Clanton at an early age… She was married on December 25th, 1872, to Dr. A.J. MARLAR, for many years a beloved physician of the Billingsley section, who died several years ago…  Funeral services were held from the Billingsley Baptist Church Saturday morning… Burial was in the Billingsley Cemetery.  Surviving the deceased are three daughters, Mrs. J.C. HUGHES and Mrs. Mary Lou WANDER, Billingsley, and Mrs. T.W. WILLIS, Trenton, Georgia; three sons, C.A. and L.A. MARLAR, Billinsgley, and M.C. MARLAR, Tuscaloosa.  Seventeen grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren also survive.
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June 29, 1939 (continued):

Lola Mae ROSE, 25-year-old colored woman, was found dead at her home on the plantation of Mr. & Mrs. Walter GOLSON, Monday morning of last week… Neighbors heard the report of a shotgun in the neighborhood about 4 o’clock Sunday afternoon… (Lengthy article on this homicide).

Claude James STEWART, 50, widely known in railroad circles for many years, died Friday at his home in Selma, after a lengthy illness.  In the employ of the railroad for a period of 30 years, Mr. STEWART was a conductor for the Southern Railroad… He was a member of the Presbyterian Church… A native of Kingston, Mr. STEWART had made his home in Selma for the past 25 years.  Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Mina Crosby STEWART, and one daughter, Miss Alma Eloise STEWART, both of Selma… burial followed in New Live Oak Cemetery, with Breslin-Service in charge.  The deceased was a cousin of Sheriff Allen STEWART and Mr. Irenus STEWART of Prattville.

Funeral was held Friday for Hill A. TERRY, 50, widely known Hale County businessman and political figure, fatally burned Thursday in the explosion of a gasoline truck…

July 6, 1939:

The remains of Mrs. Mary BEHRENDSEN, 63, who died at her home in Montgomery, Sunday afternoon, were brought to Prattville Monday afternoon following a funeral service in that city, and buried beside the remains of her husband who died here years ago… Mrs. BEHRENDSEN and her husband resided in Prattville for many years operating a bakery in the building just west of The Progress office.  Following the death of her husband, she moved to Montgomery 24 years ago, and had continued to reside there.  The deceased is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Herbert J. WARD, of Birmingham.

Mr. Walter W. HINTON, for years an influential figure in the educational and political affairs of Autauga County, died at his home in Prattville Thursday night following a lengthy illness… The deceased was born in Autauga County 78 years ago… As a young man he taught in the schools of Autauga.  Becoming interested in politics, he was elected superintendent of education.  Later he was elected Circuit Clerk, in which office he served six years… Surviving the deceased are the widow, two sons, William and Walter; three brothers, T.J., of Prattville; J.C., of Billingsley; and J.N., of Montgomery; six sisters, Mrs. Andrew CARTER, of Birmingham; Mrs. George KEMP, of Ensley; Mrs. E.B. PAUL, of Gastonburg; Mrs. R.O. HEADLEY, of Montgomery, and Mrs. HARRIS, of Texas.  Funeral services were held Friday morning at the Griffin Funeral Home… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery.

Mr. James Gordon COLLINS, mill worker of Columbus, Georgia, was killed sometime Sunday night by an M & O train two miles east of Billingsley… Mr. COLLINS had been 

DEATH NOTICES FROM THE PRATTVILLE PROGRESS
visiting relatives near Billingsley for several days before the accident.  The remains were turned over to a Montgomery undertaker for shipment to Thorsby for burial.

July 13, 1939:

Mrs. Etta DAVIS, member of one of Prattville’s pioneer families, and one of Prattville’s most prominent women, died at her home on Main Street Saturday afternoon following a short illness… Mrs. DAVIS was born in Prattville on January 11th, 1879, being a daughter of the late Dr. B.F. & Frances Holt DAVIS.  Her father died when she was two years old and she went with her mother to Verbena where, for 12 years, Mrs. DAVIS taught school.  They then returned to Prattville where the deceased completed her schooling in the old Prattville Academy.  On October 26th, 1904, she was married to Mr. William D. DAVIS, son of the late Major & Mrs. E.M. DAVIS, another one of Prattville’s prominent pioneer families… For 25 years Mr. DAVIS was mayor of Prattville… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge… Surviving the deceased are the husband, one daughter, Elizabeth; one son, William; and one sister, Miss Laurie DAVIS… (Lengthy article).

July 20, 1939:

Autaugaville Community extends its sympathy to Mr. Noah CHAMBERS and his family in the passing of his father, Mr. J.T. CHAMBERS of Maplesville.  Mr. CHAMBERS was one of the oldest Confederate veterans in the state, being 93 years old.  Surviving are his widow, who is 90 years old, and seven children.  He has 57 living grandchildren and over 100 great-grandchildren, with 13 great-great-grandchildren.  He and his wife celebrated their 71st anniversary last year being in good health.

Mrs. Mary Ellen HENDERSON, 70, died Thursday night at the home of her daughter, Mrs. T. J. CALDWELL, 903 First Avenue, Selma.  She had been in ill health only a brief time.  A native of Pike County, Mrs. HENDERSON had made her home in Selma for six years.  She was a member of the First Christian Church.  Surviving are her daughter, also six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  The body was sent by train Friday afternoon from the Breslin-Service Funeral Home to Ausley, near Troy.  Mrs. HENDERSON once lived in Autauga County and has a number of friends who will be grieved to learn of her death.

July 27, 1939:

Mr. Robert YOUNG, a younger brother of Mr. J.W. YOUNG, died Tuesday, July 18th, after a short illness at his home in LaGrange, Georgia.  Mr. YOUNG had frequently visited in Prattville and his friends here will regret to learn of his death.
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August 3, 1939:

(Wetumpka)  A bolt of lightning which entered a farm home in freakish fashion, killed George ALLEN, 15, in the Lightwood Community near here about 4:30 p.m. today.  Young ALLEN was said to have been lying on a bed in the house with other members of the family sitting about the room when the lightning entered, apparently through an open window.  He died shortly after being struck.

August 10, 1939:

Dave WOOD, 16-year-old son of Mr. & Mrs. C.F. WOOD, who lived near Autaugaville, was drowned Saturday afternoon in Crystal Lake, popular Autaugaville swimming place… The remains were turned over to the Griffin Funeral home, and the funeral services were held Sunday afternoon with burial in the Ivy Creek Church Cemetery…

Leaving a note that she no longer cared to live alone, Miss Minnie SURATT, about 40, of 218 Mildred Street, Montgomery, died of poison at 2:10 p.m. Monday, succumbing only five minutes after Samuel SURATT, her 80-year-old father, died at Fitts Hill Hospital of a heart ailment…

(Montgomery)  Police identified the 27-year-old woman who drowned Friday at Roquemore’s Gravel Pit, off the Birmingham highway, as Miss Nellie BLAKEMORE, daughter of Sheriff H.C. BLAKEMORE, of Madison County, Alabama…

September 7, 1939:

James L. PURIFOY, 71, of 900 Carter Hill Road, Montgomery, died Thursday morning of last week at a hospital in Prattville, after an illness of about two weeks.  Mr. PURIROY, son of Judge John PURIFOY and Elizabeth Routen PURIFOY, of Furman, Wilcox County, went to Montgomery in 1911 to serve as chief clerk in the office of his father who, at that time, was state treasurer.  Since that time… he had served continuously at the Capitol in numerous positions in the offices of secretary of state and state auditor… Besides his widow, Mrs. Katie Davis PURIFOY, the survivors include two daughters, Mrs. Ellen P. TAYLOR, of Burnsville, and Mrs. Henry COBB, Jr., of Millbrook; a son, Calvin Y. PURIFOY, of Montgomery; a sister, Mrs. Martha P. WOOD, of Birmingham; a brother, John PURIFOY, of Blountstown, Florida, and nine grandchildren.  The funeral was held in Montgomery Friday… burial followed at Greenwood.

Benjamin Franklin CARPENTER, 68, of Holtville, died at a hospital in Wetumpka Sunday after an extended illness.  He had been a lifelong resident of Elmore County and was a member of the Methodist Church.  Surviving are his widow; two sons, John H. CARPENTER and Clifton N. CARPENTER; two daughters, Mrs. William A. HENDERSON and Mrs. T.M. BLACKWELL; a brother, John CARPENTER, and a 
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sister, Miss Mattie CARPENTER, all of Holtville.  The funeral took place from Ebenezer Church Tuesday.  Burial was in the Ebenezer Cemetery.

September 14, 1939:

Mr. James T. CHAVERS, 68, died at his home in Prattville Sunday, following a short illness.  Funeral services and interment took place at Pine Level Monday… Surviving the deceased are three sons, Oliver and Levy, of Prattville, and Earnest, of Montgomery, and one daughter, Mrs. John OATS, Deatsville.  Mr. CHAVERS had been for years in the employ of Mr. R. L. CHAMBLISS, saw mill operator.

(White City)  We are sorry to hear of the death of Mr. Paul BOYD of Georgia.  He was visiting people here in this community and was at Mrs. John STANGE’s when he died suddenly.  His body was carried back to Georgia for burial.  Mrs. John STANGE and Mrs. G. P. WALTER accompanied Mrs. BOYD for the funeral.

Mrs. Eula Mae DuPRIEST, 25, died Wednesday morning in a Prattville hospital after a short illness.  The deceased was Miss Elua Mae EVANS before her marriage.  Funeral services and interment will take place this afternoon at County Line Church with Spigener in charge.

September 21, 1939:

Mr. Julius Francis GANDY, known to hundreds of friends throughout Autauga County as “Doc” GANDY, died at his home in Prattville Sunday following a lengthy illness.  Mr. GANDY had made his home here since 1914, coming here from Coosa County, where he was born and reared.  He was 48 years of age.  Shortly after coming to Prattville he was married to Miss Frankie JOHNSON, who survives him.  For years he operated one of Prattville’s leading grocery stores being located in the Hagler building on Main Street.  Later he operated a small café on Main Street… Suffering a stroke several years ago he had since been unable to remain active at work.  Funeral services were held Monday afternoon from the Baptist Church… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge… Surviving the deceased are the widow, a daughter, Mrs. Zeke RICHARDS, of Birmingham; two sons, Terrill and James, Prattville; one grandchild; mother, Mrs. C.P. GANDY; three sisters, Mrs. LeRoy ELLISON, Mrs. Sid PHILLIPS, Mrs. Albert BAILEY, and three brothers, Albert, Robert, and Will GANDY.

Mr. D.D. BULGER, former resident of Prattville, died at his home in Sylacauga Friday night of last week after a short illness.  Though not enjoying the best of health for the past several years, the sudden stroke, which caused his death, was unexpected.  The deceased was born in Coosa County October 5, 1864… He was married in 1884 to Miss Mary Frances HENDERSON, also of that county.  For a number of years he followed the 

DEATH NOTICES FROM THE PRATTVILLE PROGRESS
September 21, 1939 (continued):

occupation of farming, but in 1902 he came to Prattville and opened a blacksmith shop, which he conducted until 1915 when he moved to Sylacauga to become connected with the Comer Mills… Funeral services with interment in Marble City Cemetery in Sylacauga took place Sunday afternoon… Surviving Mr. BULGER are the widow, eight sons and three daughters.

Mrs. L. Hodges GOLSON, one of Autauga’s brave and noble women, died at her home near Autaugaville Friday morning after an illness, which extended over the past 15 months.  In May of last year, Mrs. GOLSON, became ill and her physicians diagnosed the trouble as an incurable malady…  The deceased was born in Autaugaville on October 5th, 1897.  Before her marriage she was Miss Ada MOTLEY, being the daughter of J.L. & Eugenia Smoke MOTLEY… On April 5th, 1916, she was married to Mr. L. Hodges GOLSON… Funeral services were held Friday afternoon from the Baptist Church in Autaugaville… Burial was in Rock Hill Cemetery, with Spigener in charge… Surviving Mrs. GOLSON are the husband, four daughters, Elsie, Ruth, Mary Frances, Elizabeth; two sons, Lloyd and Henry Jackson; parents, Mr. & Mrs. J.L. MOTLEY; two brothers, W.L., of Chicago, and J.E., of Washington.

Mr. & Mrs. Irby L. McLEOD, of Montgomery, and John DOOLEY, of Midway, were dead Monday morning and several children injured as the result of a collision of an automobile and a school bus on the brow of a hill six miles north of Goodwater late Saturday afternoon.

Mrs. J.J. MOORE was called to Cherokee Sunday because of the death of her brother, Mr. O.M. HUNT, who was the victim of a heart attack.

Mrs. Fannie BAKER died in Clanton Sunday night following a lengthy illness.  Funeral services and interment took place Monday afternoon at Liberty church in Chilton County.  Mrs. BAKER was the grandmother of Mrs. John BULGER, of Prattville.

September 28, 1939:

Edward MUNYFIELD, 21-year-old colored man, of Booth Station, was killed instantly Monday afternoon near Coosa River Church in Elmore County, when a REA wire came in contact with a 110,000 volt line of the Alabama Power Company… The body of the dead colored man was brought to Prattville and turned over to Spigener…

Sallie BOONE, 87, died Friday at the home of Mr. & Mrs. J.H. HOWARD of Cold Springs.  Funeral services were held at 3 p.m. Sunday at Liberty Church… Burial was in Liberty Cemetery.  Surviving are a number of nieces, Mrs. J.H. HOWARD, Deatsville; Mrs. Bertha EILAND, Birmingham; Mrs. J.F. HOWARD and Mrs. Millie KING, both of Prattville.
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October 5, 1939:

Mr. Tyson E. BAISDEN, of Andalusia, was instantly killed Tuesday morning near his home in that city when struck by an L & N passenger train.  Mr. BAISDEN, who was deaf, did not hear or see the train…  The deceased was the father of Mrs. Stuart McRAE, of Prattville…

Sam DeRAMUS, 45-year-old colored man, of Booth Station, died Monday morning from effects of bullet wounds received Sunday night in an altercation which occurred at the Blue Moon Café…

Funeral services for Phillip Lyle BAZZELL, infant of Mr. & Mrs. W.B. BAZZELL, 602 Madison Avenue, were held at Ebenezer Church, near Deatsville… Burial was in the local cemetery.

October 12, 1939:

Miss Martha Hill ALEXANDER, 60, of Prattville, died Tuesday morning in a Montgomery hospital, following an illness of several weeks.  Miss ALEXANDER was the daughter of the late J.L. and Martha Hill ALEXANDER… For the past 12 years she has been connected with the State Department of Archives and History… Burial was at Oak Hill Cemetery, Prattville, with Spigener in charge.  J.L. ALEXANDER, Charles ALEXANDER, Harold ALEXANDER, Peyton ALEXANDER, William ALEXANDER, and Robert ALEXANDE, nephews of the deceased were pallbearers… Surviving are three brothers, John A. and C.E. ALEXANDER, of Prattville, and Shirley ALEXANDER, of LaGrange, Georgia.

Funeral services for Mrs. Robert WILKINS, who died Sunday night at her home near Billingsley, were held Monday afternoon at Indian Grave Church near Billingsley.  Mrs. WILKINS is survived by her husband; her parents, Mr. & Mrs. J.M. ASKINS, of Montgomery; and the following brothers and sisters, Charles ASKINS, of Independence; J.R. and Dennis ASKINS, of Montgomery; Mrs. Alford WRIGHT, of Thorsby, and Mrs. Ben REYNOLDS, of Booth.

Mr. John Harrington BAREFIELD, of one Marbury’s prominent and popular young men, died in a Montgomery hospital last Friday afternoon after a two months’ illness… He was the son of the late J.H. BAREFIELD, prominent lawyer and the youngest member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1901, and the late Barnette Barefield WARRICK… Burial was in the Marbury Cemetery with Griffin in charge.  Surviving the deceased are the step-father, Mr. W.R. WARRICK, three sisters, Mrs. Paul PAGE, Dadeville, and Misses Josie BAREFIELD and Elizabeth WARRICK, Marbury; two aunts, Mrs. Sidney PUGH, of Mobile, and Mrs. Fred SOLOMON, of Montgomery.
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October 12, 1939 (continued):

Ransom Irvin POWELL of Tallassee, 38, died Friday in a Montgomery hospital.  He is survived by his wife, Mary Evelyn Swindell POWELL; father, John Ransom POWELL; six sisters, Mrs. A.B. MELTON, Tallassee; Mrs. Dwey HARRIS, Tallassee; Mrs. Freeman BARNES, Tallassee; Mrs. H.J. McKINNEY, Deatsville; Mrs. C.W. TOUCHSTONE, Laurel, Mississippi; Mrs. C.A. KING, Greenville, Mississippi; one brother, J.J. POWELL, Indianola, Mississippi.  Funeral services were held Saturday at 3 p.m. at Providence Church… Interment was in Providence Cemetery.

William Burrell ERNEST, 81, of Cole Springs, died at his home Friday.  He was a retired Baptist minister and had served in many charges throughout Alabama and Mississippi… Besides his widow, he is survived by a son, Billy ERNEST, of Deatsville.  Funeral was held Sunday at Deatsville Baptist Church… Interment was in the Deatsville Cemetery, Griffin Funeral Home in charge.

October 19, 1939:

Dr. William Lamar LAW, 67, a native of Selma and son of the late William P. and Sarah Lamar LAW, died in Atlanta Friday night following a brief illness.  An honor graduate of Tulane University, Dr. LAW had practiced in Montgomery, Talladega and Prattville.  Surviving are the widow, Mrs. May Gayle LAW; two sisters, Mrs. R.P. BAZZEMORE, Montgomery, and Miss Lizzie LAW, Prattville.  Funeral was held in Montgomery from White Chapel… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery at Prattville…

Miss Emma Pauline TUNSTALL, 62, who had resided with her brother, Mr. J.F. TUNSTALL, near Autaugaville, for the past year, died Wednesday morning in the Prattville hospital, following an illness of several weeks.  The remains were shipped yesterday afternoon to Rome, Tennessee, her former home, for burial.

Funeral services for Walter A. BROWN, 73, a pioneer Birmingham resident, who died Saturday night at his residence, 2112 12th Avenue, North, were held Monday at the residence… Burial was in Elmwood Cemetery, Brown-Service in charge.  He was born in Montevallo; and moved to Birmingham in 1901.  For approximately 30 years, he traveled for an Atlanta shoe company… Surviving are his wife, Lena Wilkinson BROWN; a daughter, Josephine BROWN; a sister, Mrs. Hattie J. HARRIS, all of Birmingham; and several nieces and nephews.  Pallbearers were his nephews, Felix HARRIS, Walter A. HARRIS, J. Clyde BASENBERG, Asaberry WILKINSON and George SHOOK.  Mr. BROWN was well known in Prattville where he frequently visited relatives.  Mrs. BROWN is a sister of the late Dr. J.E. WILKINSON, of Prattville.

(Indian Grave)  The funeral services for Mr. James SMITH of Fair Highlands in Birmingham were held at Indian Grave Church, Sunday…. Mr. SMITH was a charter member of Indian Grave Church…
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October 19, 1939 (continued):

Mrs. E.P. MICKLE, a sister of Judge R.L. FAUCETT of Prattville, died at her home in Roanoke Tuesday afternoon of last week following a lengthy illness… Mrs. MICKLE was the youngest of 13 children born to Samuel & Martha Mulloy FAUCETT, one of the pioneer families of the Roanoke section.  She was 69 years old at the time of her death.  Surviving are three brothers, Thomas FAUCETT, of Dallas, Texas, whose age is 85; John FAUCETT, of Crescent City, Florida, 82 years of age; Judge R.L. FAUCETT, of Prattville, who is 73; two sisters also survive, Mrs. J.B. TOMLIN, of Roanoke, 80, and Mrs. A.E. WHITE, of Opelika, who is 71…

October 26, 1939:

Mrs. Richard VINSON, 90, died Monday morning following a lengthy illness… Mrs. VINSON was born in Chambers County on July 11th, 1849, the daughter of William and Mary ALLEN, pioneer settlers of that section.  She was married to Richard VINSON in November 1868, and shortly afterward they went to Coosa County… Being granted a homestead by the government this devoted couple continued to reside on that particular parcel of land until in 1935, a son, Mr. Walter VINSON, of Prattville, brought them here to live with him.  The husband passed away April 15th, 1935.  Surviving the deceased are four sons, R.J., Sylacauga; J.W., Trussville; G.C., Titus; Walter, Prattville; two daughters, Mrs. G.W. HUGHEN, Dodson, Louisiana; and Mrs. W.E. GUY, Montgomery.   Funeral services were held from the Prattville Baptist Church Tuesday afternoon… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge.

O.C. YARBROUGH, 42, a native of Prattville, died Friday morning at the Prattville Hospital following a brief illness.  Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Annie Mae YARBROUGH; one daughter, Miss Annie Lee YARBROUGH, Prattville; three sons, Donnie, Raymond, and Richard YARBROUGH, all of Prattville; his parents, Mr. & Mrs. D.W. YARBROUGH, Prattville; four sisters, Mrs. S.S. STEVENS, Montgomery, Mrs. Reeves FAULK, Elmore, Mrs. Chic FIQUETTE, Clanton, and Mrs. H.A.BIBB, Jr., Prattville.  The funeral was held Saturday at Rocky Mount Church… Burial was in the adjoining cemetery with White Chapel directing.  The deceased was a life-long resident of Autauga County, with the exception of the time he served in the U.S. Army during the World War, and a few years spent in Birmingham while employed by the L & N Railroad.

(Wetumpka, October 23rd)  Mrs. Lena TAYLOR, 66, a resident of Elmore, was struck by a L & N southbound train this morning at 9:30, and instantly killed… The fact that she was hard of hearing and carrying an open umbrella prevented her from hearing or seeing the train.
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October 26, 1939 (continued):

Mrs. Mary Mittilene MYERS, 65, a resident of Robinson Springs, died at her home last Wednesday after a brief illness.  Surviving are six daughters, Mrs. H.R. McGILL and Mrs. Paul ADAMS, both of Robinson Springs; Mrs. L.L. LINDSAY and Mrs. Jake SHACKELFORD, both of Montgomery; Mrs. Frank LINDSAY, Tuskegee, and Mrs. Raymond KRAFT, Spartanburg, South Carolina; four sons, Al MYERS, Prattville; J.L., Emory, and Sanford MYERS, all of Robinson Springs; three sisters, Mrs. Eula HUGHES, Robinson Springs; Mrs. Ross RUCKER, Elmore, and Mrs. Sophie TEMERSON, Birmingham.  The funeral was held from the residence Thursday… Burial was in Coosada Cemetery with White Chapel directing.

November 2, 1939:

Funeral rites for Edward Ready ZEIGLER, 61, for many years connected with the L & N Railroad and A.B. & A. Railroad, were conducted Saturday at the Presbyterian in Talladega… Surviving are the widow, Mrs. ZEIGLER, nee, Ellen Elizabeth SPENCER; a daughter, Ruth ZEIGLER; three sons, Robert Edward ZEIGLER, Spence ZEIGLER, and William Taxey ZEIGLER; three sisters, Miss Olive Patton ZEIGLER, Birmingham, Miss Evelyn ZEIGLER, Ensenada, Puerto Rico; Mrs. Byron L. KING, Wadsworth; and a brother, William J. ZEIGLER, Deatsville… The late Henry Sawyer ZEIGLER and Sarah M. ZEIGLER, pioneers of Autauga County, were his parents…

Walter Lee DENISON died Monday afternoon at his home near Marbury following a short illness.  The funeral services were held Tuesday afternoon at New Harmony Church and burial was in the church cemetery… The deceased is survived by his wife and several children (not named).

November 9, 1939:

Prattville and Autauga County lost a substantial and worthy citizen in the death last Thursday afternoon of Joseph Loyal HALL, prominent farmer and landowner… Funeral services were held Saturday afternoon at Indian Hill Cemetery… Spigener in charge.  Mr. HALL was born October 8th, 1875, near the home where he spent the last 25 years of his life.  He was a son of Dixon and Estelle Reynolds HALL, members of pioneer families of this section… He was a member of the Presbyterian Church.  Surviving the deceased are the widow, who was Mrs. Annie Langford SMITH before her marriage to Mr. HALL on April 5th, 1905; three sons, Malcolm, Graves and Harry HALL; one brother, Horatius HALL, and two sisters, Mrs. Elizabeth HARPER and Mrs. Sarah CLEMMONS, of Citra, Florida.
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November 16, 1939:

Employees of the Jenkins Brick Company in Montgomery last Saturday morning found the body of Mr. W. Yancey CHAMBLISS, 84-year-old citizen of the Wadsworth Community, on the banks of the Alabama River near the brick plant.  An investigation by the Montgomery coroner revealed nothing to indicate foul play, and a verdict of “death from natural causes” was returned.  Mr. CHAMBLISS, who was one of the early settlers of the Wadsworth Community, had been visiting relatives in Montgomery for some days.  He left his relative’s home Wednesday afternoon of last week announcing his intention to return to Wadsworth… Funeral services were held Monday at Myrick’s Chapel with burial in the church cemetery.

William Fraser BICKERSTAFF, 23, of Montgomery, and a son of Dr. & Mrs. J.W. BICKERSTAFF, died in a Montgomery hospital Friday of last week after an illness of only a few hours.  The remains were brought to Prattville where funeral services were held in the Methodist Church Saturday morning.  Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery… Surviving the deceased are the parents, Dr. & Mrs. J.W. BICKERSTAFF, of Ozark; a brother, Dr. J. Warren BICKERSTAFF, of Montgomery; and five sisters, Mrs. Loyd LANCASTER, Wetumpka; Mrs. Rush HINTON, Prattville; Mrs. Guy BROWN, Charleston, South Carolina; Mrs. Alden WEBB, Pinckard; and Miss Ruth BICKERSTAFF, Ozark.

Leslie Smith NORTHINGTON, 57, prominent farmer, died at his home near Prattville Friday morning.  His death came following an unexpected stroke of apoplexy, which seized him Thursday night…  The deceased was born near Prattville, being a son of the late James N. and Laura E. NORTHINGTON, both members of early families of this section… Funeral services were held Saturday morning from the home of Mrs. Sam ROSS, in Prattville… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge… Surviving are the widow, Mrs. Fannie Tatum NORTHINGTON; four sons, Albert T., Birmingham; Leslie, Sam, and Magnus, Prattville; three daughters, Dorothy and Laura, students at the University, and Patty, Prattville; one brother, John NORTHINGTON, Autaugaville; and two sisters, Mrs. Sam ROSS, Prattville, and Mrs. T.N. FAIRIS, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana… (lengthy article).

Funeral services were held Tuesday at the Fellowship Baptist Church near Plantersville, for Miss Maggie M. RUSH, of Plantersville, who died late Sunday afternoon in a Selma hospital.  Miss RUSH was only 20 years old… Surviving are her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Charlton RUSH, Plantersville; two sisters, Mrs. Sadie HARRIS, Stanton, and Miss Lula D. RUSH, Plantersville; and two brothers, Edward and Grady RUSH, of Plantersville.

Mr. W.J. LITAKER, 50, of Deatsville, died in a Prattville hospital Saturday night, of tetanus.  Mr. LITAKER stuck a splinter or stick in his foot some several days ago but did nothing for it until the foot had become infected…
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November 23, 1939:

(Autaugaville)  Mrs. T.E. HARRIS, a citizen of our community, passed away last Friday night, after being sick a short while.  She was 73 years old at the time of her death… Mrs. HARRIS was a fine Christian woman, being a member of the Methodist Church of Autaugaville… She is survived by one sister, Mrs. Hassie PITTMAN, and three brothers, John, Walter, and Ed MIDDLEBROOKS.  Interment was at Rocky Hill Cemetery…

November 30, 1939:

Mr. W.B. HUBBARD, prominent farmer and landowner of Autauga County passed away Saturday night at his beautiful country home seven miles west of Prattville.  Taken ill two weeks ago with influenza, his condition was not considered serious…Saturday night just before his death he stated to members of his family who were ministering to him that he felt much better.  In a few moments, however, his spirit had taken its flight into the Great Beyond.  Walter Bailous HUBBARD was born at Weavers, in Calhoun County, on May 10th, 1861, the son of W.R. & Annie Findley HUBBARD… At the age of 35, he went to Texas where he lived seven years.  Returning to Alabama, he came to Autauga County and purchased the old Montgomery home, built over a century ago… There he and his charming wife, who was Miss Hattie FAY before marriage, have resided one of our hospitable homes for the past 36 years.  Mr. HUBBARD was one of the Ruling Elders of the Prattville Presbyterian Church… He was an upright, honest, outstanding citizen who contributed much during his 78 year life to make the world a better and happier place.  Funeral services were held Monday afternoon from the Presbyterian Church… Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery with Spigener in charge… Surviving the deceased are the widow, two daughters, Mrs. W.B. DOMINICK, of Prattville, and Mrs. F.E. HUBBARD, of Anniston, and two sisters, Mrs. A.H. ATKINS, Florence, South Carolina, and Mrs. T.J. PONDER, Jasper.

The funeral for Charles COWART, who died yesterday at Clanton at the home of his brother, C.H. COWART, was held at Ebenezer Church, near Deatsville Thursday… Mr. COWART is survived by two brothers, C.H., of Clanton, and Samuel COWART, of Georgiana; two sisters, Mrs. J. Henry OLAND, of Portsmouth, Virginia, and Mrs. L.H. GOREE, of Deatsville.

December 7, 1939:

William Carey WHETSTONE, Jr., 33, of Grandview, died at a Montgomery hospital Monday after a brief illness.  Mr. WHETSTONE was a lifelong resident of Grandview, and a member of the Millbrook Presbyterian Church.  Surviving are his father, W.C. WHETSTONE, Sr.; a brother, Perry Dantzler WHETSTONE, of Grandview; and a sister, Mrs. W. Alfred WADSWORTH, of Kimbrough.  Funeral took place from the chapel of Belser, Fuller and Tucker in Montgomery Tuesday.  Burial was in the Robinson Springs Cemetery.
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(Oak Grove)  The many friends of Mr. Lynn HALE are sorry to hear of his death, which occurred last Thursday morning… Burial was in Kingston Cemetery, Spigener in charge.

December 14, 1939:

Friends of Messrs. E.A. and Carl GROUBY, of Prattville, sympathize with them in the death of their mother, Mrs. Jennie GROUBY, which occurred in Abbeville Friday night of last week.  Mrs. GROUBY died suddenly of a heart attack.  Funeral services were held in Abbeville Sunday… Griffin Funeral home of Prattville was in charge…

C.F. ATCHINSON, 80, died Saturday at the home of a son, Bennett ATCHINSON, Route 1, Maplesville.  He was a member of the Methodist Church.  Surviving are the following daughters: Mrs. Lula DOBBS, Stanton; Mrs. Jud HENSON, Centerville; Mrs. Macy HICKS, Maplesville; Mrs. Sula WILSON, Maplesville; and three (four?) sons, C.C. ATCHINSON, Stanton; B.S. ATCHINSON, Maplesville; J.C. ATCHINSON, Maplesville, and H.B. ATCHINSON, Plantersville.  There is also a brother, Monroe ATCHINSON, Maplesville.  The burial was at 2 p.m. Sunday from Cox’s Chapel near Maplesville, and burial followed in the adjoining cemetery.

Mr. Albert NIXON, 86-year-old citizen of Autauga County, died at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Pitts MANNING in Beat 10 Sunday morning, following a short illness… Funeral services were held Monday morning from the Manning home… Burial was in Nixon Cemetery with Spigener in charge.

James M. MURSE, 83, of Burnsville, died at 9 p.m. Sunday in a Selma hospital after a long illness.  He was a farmer and a Baptist.  Surviving are two sons, W.J. MURSE, of Selma, and J.W. MURSE, of Texas.  Funeral services were held Tuesday morning at Alpine Church, east of Burnsville.

Mrs. Essie Smedley VASSER, 59, of Jones, died Saturday afternoon in a Selma hospital, after an illness of 10 days.  A lifelong resident of Jones where she was born and reared, Mrs. VASSER was a member of the Methodist Church.  Surviving are her husband, J.E. VASSER; two sisters, Mrs. Will COSTIGAN and Mrs. Frank APPERSON, both of Jones; the following brothers: W.J. SMEDLEY, Jones; S.J. SMEDLEY, Billingsley; R.L. SMEDLEY, Bessemer.  Miss Mamie HARRIS, of Selma, is a niece.  The funeral was held at 3 p.m. Sunday from the Jones Methodist Church and burial followed in the cemetery there.

December 21, 1939:

(Bridge Creek)  Mr. & Mrs. Buford BOSWELL were called to Inverness recently by the sudden death of his father, Mr. S.B. BOSWELL.
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Thomas F. GOLSON passed away at a Montgomery hospital Tuesday night.  Surviving are one daughter, Mrs. Noah CHAMBERS, of Autaugaville; one stepdaughter, Mrs. Cleveland DeBARDELABEN, of Lowndesboro; one stepson, Mr. Dee DODSON, of Hogansville, Louisiana; and one granddaughter, Eugenia COWELL, of Lowndesboro.  Mr. “Tommie” as he was known by his many friends, was 80 years old at the time of his death, being a member of the Methodist Church of Autaugaville.  Funeral services conducted from this church Wednesday…

Mrs. J.R. WILLIAMS, a native of Autauga County died Monday, December 10th, at her daughter’s home in Tallassee…  The funeral service was conducted from the Liberty Baptist Church Monday… Griffin in charge.  Surviving are one son, J.R. WILLIAMS of Prattville, three daughters, Mrs. H.A. HAND, Mrs. A.J. THOMAS of Deatsville, Mrs. J.E. HAND of Tallassee, 33 grandchildren, and 37 great-grandchildren…

December 28, 1939:

Alfred THOMAS, aged about 50 years, well-known colored man who resided for a number of years near Prattville, was found dead on the road leading to the Charlie Smith place, west of town, Saturday night.  Deputy Bose RAWLINSON, coroner, returned a verdict of death from natural causes following an investigation.

(Dothan, December 22nd)  Julian O. HALL, 39-year-old hard-hitting editor of The Dothan Eagle, was killed today as his automobile overturned near Round Lake, Florida, while he was en route home alone from a fishing trip… The funeral was held Saturday from his Dothan home.

(Boone Chapel)  The people of this community were made sad when the death angel visited the home of Mr. & Mrs. Allen CHAVERS and took the beloved husband and father into the great beyond.

Will McBRYDE, colored, who had been janitor at the Autauga County High School building for several years, died at his home in Prattville Thursday after several months illness.  McBRYDE was forced to resign his position several weeks ago due to ill health.

Willis Mahone HOPKINS, 63, died at an early hour Tuesday morning at his home...  A lifelong resident of Dallas County, he had made his home at Plantersville area for many years.  He was a member of the Baptist Church.  Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Maggie HOPKINS; three daughters, Mrs. W.P. DAVIS, Mrs. H.D. SEYMOUR, and Mrs. K.C. JONES, all of Palntersville; five (four?) sons, W.D., A.Z., and Harvey HOPKINS, all of Plantersville, and J.P. HOPKINS, Tuscaloosa; also, one brother, J.C. HOPKINS, two sisters, Mrs. J.S. FRIDAY, of Stanton, and Mrs. S.P. HUGHES, of Beaumont, Texas.  
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The funeral was held Wednesday from Fellowship Baptist Church near Plantersville.  Burial followed in the adjoining cemetery.

January 4, 1940:

Mrs. John C. COOPER, 41, for months a sufferer from a particularly obstinate disease, passed away at her home in Prattville Friday at 4:30 a.m.  Funeral services were held from Memory chapel in Montgomery Saturday morning… Burial was in Greenwood Cemetery, Montgomery…  Mrs. COOPER was a charter member of Capitol Heights Baptist Church in Montgomery, and after she moved to Prattville she was active in both church and social work… Surviving the deceased are the husband, J.C. COOPER, Prattville; two sons, Richard, Prattville, and John COOPER, Greenville, and one daughter, Mamie Frances, Prattville, one brother, George S. JOHNSON, of Montgomery.

Mr. J.D. JACOBS, one of Autauga’s prominent farmers and landowners, died Sunday afternoon at a local hospital after a week’s illness with pneumonia.  Mr. JACOBS was born in Albion, Illinois, 73 years ago.  After spending a number of years on Illinois and Minnesota, he came to Alabama, locating first at Minter.  In 1906, he came to Prattville...

A nephew, Mr. J.E. CHURCHILL, of Mt. Carmel, Illinois, was at Mr. JACOBS’ bedside when he passed… The remains were shipped by Spigener to Albion, Illinois, where funeral services and interment took place Tuesday afternoon.  Surviving the deceased are two sisters, Mrs. Ada WILSON and Mrs. Della STENUS, both of Minnesota, and several nephews.

The people of Autauga County regret to hear of the death of an old friend and acquaintance, Mr. William Robert POST, better known as “Bob”.  Mr. POST was a former resident of Pine Level community, but for the past six years he has lived in Montgomery, where death took him on the night of December 25th, 1939.  The funeral and burial was held at Pine Level Church Wednesday, December 27th.  The deceased is survived by his widow, Miss Dollie BICE before marriage; two sons, Robert POST and Billy POST; two daughters, Miss Jessie POST and Mrs. David M. HOLLON; one granddaughter, Hazel HOLLON; one brother, Mr. John W. POST, one half-brother, Mr. Stephen OATS, all of Montgomery.
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